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to Missouri. Randall is a retired executive from
the IBM Corporation. He spent 29 years with
IBM in various sales, management, and exec-
utive positions. His last position at IBM was
senior location executive for the Kansas City
region and senior state executive for Kansas
and Missouri with responsibility for programs
and policy implementation essential to IBM’'s
interests, reputation and involvement relating
to both the internal IBM community of 900 em-
ployees, and to the outside community. His re-
sponsibilities also included government rela-
tions, community relations, and all IBM philan-
thropic grants.

After IBM, he was recruited to be the senior
vice president for business growth and mem-
ber connections for the Greater Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce. His responsibilities in-
cluded membership, technology, small busi-
ness activities, aviation, minority business alli-
ances, the economic advisory board, and the
world trade center.

Randall holds a bachelor of science degree
in business administration with honors from
Walton School of Business, University of Ar-
kansas. Throughout his life, Mr. Ferguson has
exercised a tireless belief in the principle of
putting “others” before “self.” He has put his
principles to practice, and the effects of his ef-
forts can be felt throughout the Kansas City
metropolitan area. Recognizing his business
acumen, Great Planes Energy, Blue Cross/
Blue Shield, and Shelter Insurance voted him
on to their corporate boards.

Civically, Randall serves on 12 boards in
the greater Kansas City area with varied inter-
ests such as energy, healthcare, education,
economic development and technology, em-
ployment, and diversity in such areas as race,
sex, and religion. In all of his activities, he
demonstrates his dedication and commitment
to the greater good of others. His high energy
pace translates directly to the results he is
able to obtain for the benefit of all in the great-
er Kansas City area. Regardless of whether
he is in the trenches or the boardroom, his
poise and thoughtfulness is ever present. For
those reasons and more, it is indeed an honor
and a privilege to recognize Randall Ferguson,
Jr. at the Missouri Walk of Fame reception,
hosted by myself and fellow Missourian, U.S.
Representative WM. LACY CLAY of St. Louis.

Madam Speaker, please join me in express-
ing our appreciation to Mr. Randall Ferguson,
Jr. and his endless commitment to serving the
residents of the State of Missouri. He is a true
role model not just to the African-American
community in Missouri, but to the entire Afri-
can-American community-at-large. May his
success serve as a stepping-stone for many
other African-Americans eager to be just as
successful in their endeavors. While it is but a
small acknowledgement for all of the work he
has done, it is a heartfelt gesture to a heartfelt
friend, taking strength from the lives he has
touched in our hometown.

———

COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to the 6th Annual Sea Otter
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Awareness Week, September 22-28, 2008,
sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife. This
weeklong event provides the opportunity to
educate the broader public about sea otters,
their natural history, the integral role that sea
otters play in the near-shore marine eco-
system, and the conservation issues they are
facing.

In the early 1700s, before wide-scale hunt-
ing began, sea otters ranged across the North
Pacific rim from Japan to Baja, California. The
worldwide population estimates for that time
range from the hundreds of thousands to pos-
sibly a million or more. Before the hunting
began, there were approximately 16,000—
20,000 along California’s coast. Killing these
animals for their fur brought down their num-
bers until they were thought to be extinct off
California by the early 1900s.

But they were not driven completely to ex-
tinction. In the 1930s a small population, less
than 100, was discovered that had escaped
the hunt in a remote cove on a coastal ranch
in Big Sur on the central coast of California.
Since that time, groups such as Defenders of
Wildlife, Friends of the Sea Otter, and The
Ocean Conservancy have raised public aware-
ness and helped protect this important species
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and
the Endangered Species Act.

The presence of the California sea otter has
become an icon of the State’s coastal environ-
ment and culture, and these charismatic ani-
mals bring significant tourism revenue to Cali-
fornian coastal communities. The spring cen-
sus conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey
this year counted 2,760 animals, down 8.8
percent from last year, and their range ex-
tends along the central coast from Half Moon
Bay to Pt. Conception.

These numbers are significantly less than
what is necessary to consider the population
stable and their population growth in recent
years is slower than their cousins in Alaska.
Researchers are beginning to identify indirect
hazards for sea otters such as non-point
source pollution, pathogens, and entrapment
in fisheries’ gear that are causing their popu-
lation growth to slow. Such realizations sup-
port the need for continued research and pre-
ventive measures to respond to these issues,
while continuing to ward against the direct
killings/takings that still occur.

The decline of southern sea otters off the
California coast not only impacts the species
itself, but it affects other marine populations
and the surrounding ecosystem. They are
what scientists refer to as a keystone species.
This means that they are integrally important
to the ecosystem in which they live. For exam-
ple, the demise of sea otters allows their prey,
sea urchins, to proliferate unchecked, which
leads to the alarming overgrazing of kelp
beds—one of the ocean’s nursery grounds for
many marine animals. In particular, research
shows that the absence of sea otters has a di-
rect link to the sharp decline of kelp along por-
tions of California’s coast.

The sea otter is also what scientists refer to
as a sentinel or an indicator species. In this
way, the sea otters are the canaries in the
coal mine for our coastal health. The sea ot-
ters are all too effective at monitoring toxins
and diseases in the marine environment,
which can affect the health of humans and
other wildlife.

California has taken the first step toward ad-
dressing these emerging concerns by signing
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into law California Assembly Bill 2485, which
establishes a State fund for sea otter con-
servation. Again this year Californians had the
option of donating a portion of their tax returns
to sea otter conservation. | want to emphasize
that this means that Californians voluntarily
pay a little more on their tax return to help
protect these animals. To date, this has raised
almost $270,000.

However, this is a federally protected spe-
cies and California cannot go it alone. In addi-
tion to working with my colleagues to secure
Federal funds to support a continued and
complete recovery of the population, | intro-
duced H.R. 3639, the southern sea otter Re-
covery and Research Act. Earlier this year, the
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and
Oceans held a hearing about the southern sea
otter and the management of these popu-
lations.

Dr. James Estes from the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz; Andrew Johnson, from the
Monterey Bay Aquarium; and Jim Curland
from Defenders of Wildlife testified on the
state of the sea otter populations. | and my
colleagues have sought their knowledge and
expertise, along with other Federal, State, and
local experts and citizens to provide for re-
search and recovery programs for the south-
ern sea otter.

Madam Speaker, | applaud the many ac-
complishments of Defenders of Wildlife, who
carry out the important mission to preserve
our Nation’s wildlife and habitat. | also applaud
the other non-profit environmental organiza-
tions, working with the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, researchers, fishermen, State and Fed-
eral agencies, schools, and many other institu-
tions and individuals, who devote tremendous
effort to protect and recover the southern Cali-
fornia sea otter. Sea Otter Awareness Week is
just one of their many activities geared to-
wards honoring and saving this species, and |
am proud to be associated with this vital work.

———

HONORING JUDGE HAROLD
BAREFOOT SANDERS, JR.

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 22, 2008

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, today | mourn the passing of
one of my political heroes, the legendary U.S.
District Judge Harold Barefoot Sanders, Jr.

Madam Speaker, Judge Sanders is best
known for overseeing a desegregation plan for
the Dallas Independent School District from
the 1980s until 2003. Judge Sanders also di-
rected the overhaul of state schools for men-
tally retarded people and served as a legisla-
tive counsel to President Lyndon Johnson.

Madam Speaker, from his core, Judge
Sanders symbolized civil rights. He knew that
fairness took work, and his diligence is why he
was able to make history and inspire a gen-
eration of my Texas colleagues. As an assist-
ant attorney general in the Department of Jus-
tice, he was credited with helping pass the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. As a Texas legis-
lator, he helped write the Texas Mental Health
Code. And as a federal judge, in a ruling that
| believe took more courage than any other,
he declared Dallas’ segregated schools illegal.

Madam Speaker, President John F. Ken-
nedy appointed Judge Sanders as U.S. attor-
ney for the Northern District of Texas in 1961.
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